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Populism is rising globally and we started to carel
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What is exactly populism?

' Donald J. Trump & m

The concept of global warming was created
by and for the Chinese in order to make
U.S. manufacturing non-competitive.
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"Los que van a estudiar a Harvard
o en el extranjero aprenden a
robar... es una mentalidad elitista,
clasista, racista": @lopezobrador_

E VAN A ESTUDIAR A
JERO, VAN A APRENDER
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Research Question

I Do populist anti-scientific rhetoric has meaningful
socioeconomic effects?

I This paper: anti-scientific rhetoric triggers the adoption of
health-related risky behavior among his followers and affect
public health.
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Context

I Brazil, a three-tiered federation with 26 states, a federal
district, and 5,571 municipalities;

I Highly polarized
I Brazil during the Covid-19 Pandemic. Federal country: State

governments have real power to implement their own social
distancing policies — and they did.
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Bolsonaro defies coronavirus to rally against
Congress

Brazilian president crificised for rubbing elbows with crowds while
awaiing second virus fest results
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Bryan Haris and Andres Schipani in S3o Paulo Deg

Be the first to know about every new Coronavirus story x
Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro is under fire for
downplaying coronavirus after he took selfies and shook
hands with supporters who took to the streets on Sunday
to protest against the country’s Congress and support
his political agenda.

(a) March, 15

(b) March, 25
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Measuring prominent events

I Bolsonaro's anti-isolation started from day 1. How to identify
prominent events?
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Measuring prominent events

I Bolsonaro's anti-isolation started from day 1. How to identify
prominent events?

I We follow Di Tella and Franceschelli (2011, AEJ:AE) and build
a daily “news coverage index" (0-100%)

I Idea: measure the area of newspapers’ front-pages dedicated
to cover news of Bolsonaro against isolation
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Bolsonaro against NPI

MAUS EXEMPLOS
MEACAM COMBATE
O CORONAVIRUS

Evoluggo d no M

Brasil segue tendéncia
do fracasso europeu

BCamericano
cortajuro para
préximo de zero
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Bolsonaro against NPI: media coverage

Coverage area - Top 4 newspapers

Twitter index RTs
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(b) Google search hits: Bolsonaro pronouncement
(“Bolsonaro Pronunciamento”) and protests
(“Manifestagoes”)
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Data

I Social distancing index: % of devices that remained within a
450-metre radius. Data: 60 M mobile phones (anonymous)
(2/1-4/14);

I Consumer spending: daily data on (in-person and online)
credit card transactions from one of the largest banks in Brazil
— around 35% of market share

I Support to Bolsonaro: several definitions based on Bolsonaro's
vote share in the 2018 (a) vote share (continuous), (b)
“Pro-Bolsonaro" municipalities: presidential election; (b) vote
share above state median; (b) vote share above 50%
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